Welcome to the Year 12

Post-18 Progression Evening
Thursday 9t June 2022

Mrs Radford




Aims of tonight

* Second in a series of three HE talks;
* Builds on the last HE Evening from February

* Focus is on the personal statement as a key part of the UCAS process
for HE option

 Reminder of apprenticeships as a Post — 18 option and the process
involved in applying




HE launch in February

* In the last session we included;

* Introduction to the UCAS process
* Introduction to Unifrog as a search tool
* Outline of various Post -18 options




Tomorrow

eA Post - 18 Progression Day for students (tomorrow)

Morning
eExternal company coming to lead on Writing a Personal Statement session
e Apprenticeship talk (GE)

eBreakout rooms for Apprenticeships/Life at University/Oxbridge/Medicine/Studying in
the USA

Afternoon
eStart drafting the personal statement on Unifrog
eLog on to UCAS and begin their application




A reminder of the UCAS

process




1. UNIFROG

* We use Unifrog until October 2022.

* On Unifrog students will do their course searches and create a short
list of universities you are considering.

* They will draft their personal statement on here too.
* Their subject references will be written on here.




2. Create a UCAS account

 Tomorrow students will start their UCAS account by registering and
inputting their personal details and your education.

* They can complete all sections apart from personal statement.

* DO NOT write the personal statement on UCAS as it times out and
you lose everything.




3. YOUR UNIVERSITY CHOICES

Every student can choose 5 courses on UCAS.

Aim to divide them into;

Aspirational choice /realistic choice/insurance choice.
Make sure the insurance choice is:

* Completely achievable in terms of UCAS points or grades

* A place you will be happy studying — you must visit to make sure.




4. YOUR REFERENCE

* Once students have completed their personal statement and
uploaded it on UCAS, tutors will write their reference.

1. First the subject teachers are asked to write a reference for you on
Unifrog.
Tutors will draw on this when writing the overall tutor reference.

When the tutor has completed the reference the application is
ready to go!




5. Your offers

* Students will receive one of the following responses:

* Conditional: This offer is based upon attaining the entry
requirements set by the university and specific course

* Unconditional: This offer means that you have a place on that
course at that university if you want it.

* Unsuccessful: Unfortunately you have not been accepted by this
university. The university will either provide feedback at this stage,
or you can contact them directly to discuss feedback




UNDERSTANDING THE OFFER: UCAS TARIFF

A level and Advanced VCE
Official title: Advanced GCE and Advanced VCE

Grade Tariff points

A 56
A 48
B 40
C 32
D 24
E 16

Size band: 4
Grade bands: 4-14

Offered by AQA, CCEA, OCR, Pearson Edexcel and WIEC




BTEC vs A level tariff points
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Once offers are in CVE AND TWO

* Now narrow down the five to the final two

e Students need to make sure that they are happy to attend
both the Firm and Insurance choices — they could end up at
either of them!

* Once students have put a university as their FIRM choice and
get the grades to go, they cannot then change your mind and
choose the insurance option.

* To make the best use of the insurance choice, this university
should have lower grade requirements. The insurance choice
should act as a backup.




6. FINANCE

Universities and colleges can charge fees of up to £9,250. Tuition fee
loans will also increase with inflation.

* Tuition fee loans lend students up to £9,250 and is paid directly to the
course provider.

* They pay this back after the course and when they earn over a certain
amount (currently £25,725 per year).

* Maintenance loans may depend on the household income, where
students study, where they live and for how long they studly.




MEET THE DEADLINES:
KEY DATES:

 Complete personal statement — submit draft to tutor 17th June 2022.

e 15% October 2022: Submission deadline for Oxbridge, Veterinary
Medicine/Science, Medicine, Dentistry applications

* FINAL personal statement due Friday 14th October — submitted to tutors
* Internal Gordon’s deadline for final applications/personal statements

* November 2022: Applications sent off

« 26" January 2023: Deadline for applications to be guaranteed
consideration, except those listed above.




Oxbridge/Medicine

Mrs Wright




e UCAS grades- first draft has now been issued. Is Oxbridge still
suitable?

* Next steps:

Personal statement — meeting students tomorrow and online
workshops

Reading and research over summer for a strong application
* Early UCAS deadline: internal - Friday 16th September




Oxbridge/Medicine/Veterinary/Dentistry

September: Friday 9th September 2022 Final draft of personal statement to be emailed/handed to Mrs Wright by this date

Friday 16th September 2022 UCAS form to be complete.
Ensure entry for admissions tests with Mrs Clinch (except for UCAT)
https://www.admissionstesting.org/
Please note: this early date is to allow for the references to be collated and a final reference written, and
to allow for corrections to be made.

Tuesday 24th May 2022 Registration opens for UCAT

Monday 20th June 2022 Booking for UCAT begins

Wednesday 22nd September 2022 Booking closes for UCAT (medicine and dentistry)

Date not announced BMAT entry closes (medicine and dentistry)

Wednesday 28th September Last test date for UCAT

Thursday 6% October 2022 UCAS forms submitted to UCAS (UK deadline 15t October)

LATE APPLICATIONS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.

15th October 2022 BMAT register deadline with Mrs Clinch

Wednesday 2nd November BMAT Admissions tests take place


https://www.admissionstesting.org/

SUMMARY

RESEARCH: Check the grades/UCAS points you will need to get
accepted. Be realistic about what you can achieve.

* Check that there are no GCSE subjects/specific GCSE grades or other
qualifications required.

* Work on your personal statement — you need to evidence
claims and show why they should choose you.

* Have an insurance choice. You might want options later on.




Apprenticeships

What else do you need to
know?

Mrs Hughes




What are apprenticeships?

A REALJOB WITH A QUALIFICATIONS AND
REAL EMPLOYER PAIDIASALARY EXPERIENCE

CONTRACT OF SUPPORT FROM
EMPLOYMENT, TRAINING 3-6 YEARS
HOLIDAY, SICK PROVIDER/UNIVERSITY
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Degree Apprenticeships at Russell Group Universities

Queen Mary University of London
* Chartered Manager

e Software Engineer

University of Exeter
* Civil Engineering
* Applied Finance (J.P. Morgan)

University of Birmingham

* Computer Science with Digital
Technology

University of Warwick
. Englneerlng




Where do you find them?

e Unifrog
* https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

e https://www.multiverse.io/en-GB

* https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/degree-apprenticeships

e Research individual companies
e Speak to the careers department at Gordon’s School.



https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.multiverse.io/en-GB
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/degree-apprenticeships

What are employers looking for?

Flexibility and
adaptability

The ability to be
proactive and work

oh your own
initiative

Discretion /
understanding of
confidentiality
issues

Tact and diplomacy

Honesty and
reliability

Remain calm under
pressure and to
think quickly in a
crisis

The ability to work
under pressure and
to tight deadlines

Attention to detail

Adapt quickly to
change




Application Process Example 1
Dentons - Solicitor Apprenticeship

Online application form
Online critical%nking exercise

Video Interview

Assessm*t Centre




Successful applicants:

Take time over the application

<2= research the organisation in advance

O  attend an Insight Day

“%* have relevant work experience and are proactive

@ can articulate how they have the skills and qualities the employer seeks

@ are enthusiastic!




University of Carditf

The Personal Statement

CARDIFF

UNIVERSITY

PRIFYSGOL

(AFRDY[




IIIIIIII

FFFFFFFFF

The UCAS application and
personal statement

Schools and Colleges Liaison Office



CARDMFF

LINNERSITY
FRIFYSGOL

(CAERDil

The application form

Personal details and additional information — includes funding, scholarships
and residential options

Choices — can choose up to 5 options in no order

Education — all grades you have received from secondary school onwards and
predicted grades

Employment - information on any paid part or full-time job
Statement — your personal statement
Reference — a written recommendation from a teacher or tutor

View all details before you pay and send the application [£22.50 for one course and
E27 for anything more)
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Personal statement

4.000 characters or 47 lines

A structured statement all about you and why you are suitable
for your chosen course

Can be used during the admissions process

Take your time as some courses are very competitive




CARDVFF

—+- How to structure the statement
CARRDYi

What have you done that makes you suitable for the course?




CARDIFF

—> What should you include?

CAERRDvily
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Career
aspirations

experience

Hobbies and
responsibilities

Why do you want to study this
subject?

Think about what inspired you
Any reading or research? (EPQ)
What experience do you have?
What skills have you developed
that will help you on the course?
What do you hope to gain from
the course?

What else do you do? (Sports)
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ABC guide Activity Benefit Course

What you've What skills it
done has given you to your course

How these relate




CARDIFF

UNIVERSITY

PRIFYSCOL

CARDY®D

Example

G G As captain of the school football

team, | have developed excellent
team working skills. | also feel that
playing football has provided me
with the experience of successfully
balancing my academic and social
life and | plan to continue this
balance whilst at university.




CARDIFF
UNIVERSITY DO:
PRIFYSCOL ‘
Detailed research

Take time and plan properily
Include academic qualities as well
as hobbies

Be positive

Check spelling

Print a copy to check for errors
and ask for feedback

Do not:

Give excuses

Copy others

Leave it to the last minute

Name universities

Sellyourself short

Waffle - make sure it's relevantto
your chosen degree

Lie!




CARDIFF

UNIVERSITY

Grow  Personal statement planner

Use our Personal Statement Planner which includes tips and guidance, help with
planning and information on what to include:

Your personal
statement planner

www.cardiff.ac.uk/applying
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Open Days

Get a feel for the place
Chat to staff and students
Explore the campus

Learn more about
university residences

On-demand resources
often available between
events

Important for parents too

Our next open days are on

Friday 1 and Saturday 2™ July
www,card iff.as, uk/openday
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Any

guestions?

FURTHER INFORMATION.
www.cardiff.ac.uk

02920 874455




Support at Gordon’s

A Guide for Parents & Students
Personal Statement Writing
Carl Bezuidenhout




unifrog

The Complete Destinations
Platform




Where should | be now?

* University Shortlist
* Higher Apprenticeship Shortlist
* Blog of achievements, MOOCs, wider reading, work experience

UK UNIVERSITIES
e o Open Forward o Comment
A Level / Ucas Range: 144 - 168

16 June 2020 13:27

1. Medicine (6 years) UCL {University College London) Aspirational
2. Medicine University of Oxford Aspirational
3. Medicine The University of Edinburgh Solid

4. Medicine University of Exeter Solid

5. Medicine University of Glasgow Solid

6. Medicine Imperial College London Solid

7. Medicine University of Southampton Solid

8. Medicine University of Manchester Solid

9. Medicine (6 years) University of Southampton Safe

10. Medicine - MBChB Standard entry (5 years) University of Bristol Safe



Drafting Tools

Drafting application materials

UK Personal Statement Classes Subject References

X Subject added X No Classes selected % 1 References, 1 missing

Go to tool > Locked & Locked &

Writing tool Notes for Reference writers

% 0 writing items added X 1 notes missing

Making applications




Personal Statement Drafting

 Completely — no more lost drafts on paper
e Saved
of completed drafts and comments

Section 1

I have always enjoyed studying English and History separately, but what engages my academic

pass
soch
Lo Section 2
of tr
the
liter.
effe In my own time, | have completed a MOOC with the university of Newcastle, Australia on ‘what it
and means =~ "o bt e e e e e e e e e e
histt human
| am subject Section 3
human
pas: where :
cont build tr
leari the img
The final int | have played hockey for 7 years and it has shaped me into the person | am today. It has taught
. “it's tec me self-discipline, responsibility but most importantly, the value of a strong work ethic that | am
The that m: able to transfer to every aspect of my life. My role as hockey captain of my school team helped me

Foiild laadarchin cleille znd | lazrat bhever 10 Fa 3 rolae mmadal 0 v neare Whan | wae calartad 0



Feedback

In year 12, | completed the triple BTEC diploma In sporting excellence (DISE) with England Hockey
on top of my 4 AS levels which meant | had to be highly organised and manage my time effectively
to meet every deadlina Iwac cat In ardar ta hialanca v crhanhanrl with NISE Aan tan nf 2

gruelling hocke
habits that will | Comment > | Version history >
clubhouse as p:

believe that | an
balancing a higt Comment from Miss Nash
on 13 July 2020 at 13:09

| believe that th Have you won any subject prizes etc?
passians, but a
compliment my
simultaneously Comment from Miss Nash
on 13 july 2020 at 13:08

2326 of 400 charact Para 1 - 'prompted passion’ then 'passion’ next sentence, consider different words. also
prompted? maybe ignited? social aspect - perhaps also reliance on you of elderly and children?
edit > [T trust? Love para 2 - ensure you know your stuff and wider reading as anything in here can be

picked out at interview for further discussion! Especially Oxbridge! fascinating why? para 3 -
'During the Covid-19 pandemic'? Care homes p consider the other side of the argument as this
may be picked upon - many care homes are private and make millions in profit a patient can be
charged thousands/ week. Could they get their own PPE? what about their own structures and
protocols (devil's advocate). Para 4 - is this the kind of dr you want to be? say so. is it about having
empathy whiist also being systematic? para 5 - expand on teamwork characteristics - what was
your role? para 6 - you are personable and fun and make people laugh - you would be an asset to
the profession! More of your character needed I think. This is a very good statement Emma - just a
few tweeks to make it outstanding. Ensure you are in comms with Ms Wright too!




Last word...
Mrs Radford




HE Day tomorrow — Personal Statement Writing and Key
Competencies

 Students should come prepared with an idea of a
(not expected to know
exactly what course/job).

- Students should have made a record on their personal
blog!

draft.




Key Dates

17th June 2022 Personal statement draft to tutors

7t October 2022 Internal deadline for Oxbridge/Medicine applicants

14th October All other students to have completed UCAS form and personal
2022 statement
26t January National UCAS deadline for applications

2023




